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DIPLOMATIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Ὁ Thant's conversations with Castro yesterday went 
badly, mccording to Thant's wilitary adviser who telepboned 
UN headquarters from Havana last night. He said the Cubans 
refuse any form of inspection or any foreign presence in 
their territory. Ὁ Thant still has bopes of "sbaking them 
out” of this position in meetings set for this morning. If 
pot, be way call a Security Council meeting for Thursday 
to seek wore guidance. 


Cuban propaganda themes yesterday strongly suggest 
that Castro is insisting that his "five points’ --demands 
for major US concessions before any DS non-agpression 
guarantee would be acceptable to him--be injected into UN 
Giscussions of the issue. Soviet propaganda media have be- 
gun to refer to these as "just Cuban demands." 


Boviet Pirst Deputy Foreign Minister Kuznetsov yester- 
day agaixc assured Ambassador Stevenson "emphatically" tuat 
the offensive missiles in Cuba would be dismantled and re- 
moved, after which verification couidc be undertaken by anr 
means the US desirec. Be said Ehrushcbev hac told him dis- 
Bantling would take two or three weeks. 


Kuznetsov referred several times to removal] of US “bases 
which threatened the Soviet Unionas they hadremovec their base 
in Cuba which tnrestenec the US." 

The UN Secretary-General's office bas already been in 
toucb with the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
which has agreed to inspect shipping reaching Cuba. The 
ICRC is thinking in terms of a staff of 30 which would be 
briefed in New York before beginning its work. 


Foreign Minister Gromyko told Ambassador Kohler yes- 
terdes that the USSR wants to reach agreement a& quickis 
as possible on the basis of the Kennedy-Ebrushchev exciange 
of letters. 
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Soviet UN officials appear to be trying to convince 
neutralist representatives that the lesson of the Cuban 
crisis is "the sinister nature" of all foreign bases and 
the need for their liquidation, in particular Guantanano. 

In tbe Geneva talks on a nuclear test ban, a Soviet 
delegate argued that tbe Cuban settlement reduces interna- 
tional tension to a point where the West should drop its 
Gemands for international controls and on-site inspection. 


REACTION AND PROPAGARDA 


Moscow propaganda expresses concern that the US still 
harbors aggressive intentions against Cuba and that Cuban 
exile groups are plotting against tbe Castro regime. Mos- 
cow has warned that the crisis has not ended and has called 
for "strict fulfillment" of US pledges cf "“noninterference 
in the internal affairs of Cuba. ‘*' 


Soviet propaganda thus far gives no clear indication 
of policy decisions concerning future diplomatic efforts. 
A Moscow commentator, however, bas endorsed Castro's five 
demands of 28 October as “just proposals," and the East 
German Neves Deutscbland also bas called for the DS to 
evacuate its Guantaname base. 


Additional themes which pave received a fair amount 
of em-hasis in Soviet broadcasts are calls for removal] 
of th. US quarantine of Cuba and for the removal of US 
missile bases in Turkey. 


Izvestiya yesterday gave readers a relatively ciear 
picture of Soviet witbdrawal in the face of US threats, 


but otberwise Moscow bas shown considerable sensitivity 
to suggestions of a Soviet retreat, hailing the settlement 
as "a major victory for Soviet policy.” 
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Chinese Communists are making their opposition to 
Soviet policy on Cuba increasingly clear. The editorial 
in today's People's Daily says that President Kennedy bas 
given nething but "empty promises” and that bis "so-called 
assurance” against invading Cuba is only a “boax." 


